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Level-playing field 
for local producers 
of def items soon 

shishir.Arya@timesgroup.com dian industries. "Over 200 
items have been included in 
the no-import lists. This in- 
cludeseven artillery guns le- 
aving a big slice for Indian 
companies," said Jaju. 

Jaju stressed on better 
coordination between ar- 
med forces for churning out 
a product. "The Army gives 
a certain requirement and 

by the time a manufacturer 
comesupwith an item, its of- 
ten said that it's not in lines 
with the specifications. The 
question is that why wasn't 

any corrective ac 
tiontakenduring the 

pro 
cess," he asked. 

Air Vice Mars-
hall (retd) SB Deo, 

nowrunningadefen
ce industry after retiring as 
IAF's vice-chief, said Nag- 
pur is emerging as "explosi 
ve capital" of the country. 

Lt General (retd) Vinod 
Khandare, who recently re- 

duct in India. "For the same tired as the military advisor 
to the National Security Co- 
uncil, also stressed on the 
need for promoting private 
industries. Khandare said, 
"Out of 500 M36 grenades 
lobbed, around 400 did not 
explode. The army had been 
using the grenades of World 
War II make. It will finally be 
replaced with the latest mul 
timode grenades. The soldi- 
ers will be grateful for that." 

Nagpur: A policy to bring a 
further level-playing field 
for domestic players against 
foreign entities dealing in 
defence items is being wor- 
ked out, according to San- 
jay Jaju, the additional se- 
cretary for defence produc- 
tion. This would also deal1 
with aspect of trials needed 
for clearing an item. Subject 
to the approval of the cabi-
net, it is expected to be inclu- 
ded in the defence procure- 
ment policy 

A decision on 
this is expected in a 
Soon," said Jaju who 
was in here to chair a 
seminar on MSME's 
participation in de- 
fence sector: It was organi- 
zed by Vidarbha Defence In- 
dustrial Association (VDIA) 
& JSR Dynamics. 

Jaju said it is easier for a 
foreign vendor to sell a pro- 

development 

item, it is like baptism by fi- 
re for an Indian manufactu- 
rer. If itsa foreign manufac- 
turer, often the basis is that 
the product is already estab- 
lished in the country. Do we 
really go and see? If it is an 
Indian entity, the product is 
subject to be proven on mul- 
tiple parameters," he said. 

A number of steps have 
been taken to encourage In- 
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VDIA to hold seminar on emerging 
opportunities for MSMEs in region 
VDIA is an established 

association of 
Aerospace and 
Defence industries 
with an aim to create 
and establish 

The seminar is proposed to be to the local and regional indus- 
held on Thursday. The seminar tries to enhance inclusivegrowth. 
is an ongoing exercise to inte-

grate Micro Small & Medium Excellency (CoE) in Aerospace 
Enterprises (MSMEs) in the and Defence is Public Private 
Defence and Aerospace Partnership module (PPP), being 
Production Ecosystem and sup- spearheaded by VDIA, aptlysup- ply chain. It will be held on ported by Industrial leaders like 
Thursday at Hotel Centre Point Economic Explosives, JSR 
between 2 to 5 pm.

Intended participants are 
Industrialist, Entrepreneur, 
MSMES, Startup in and around Maharashtra. 

The proposed Centre of 

self-sustaining 
Industrial Hub Dynamics, VED, VIA, BMA, MIA 

and Nagpur Electronic cluster 
etc and Government of Staff Reporter 

Defence Nagpurand Central India. VDIA Vidarbha THE 
Industries Assocaition in asso-

The Tata technologies and 
which is an established associ- Dassaults systems are Tech

ciation withVidarbha Economic ation of Aerospace and Defence partners 
Development Council and JSR Industries with an aim to create 
Dynamics is organising a semi 

nar titled"Emergingopportuni- 
ties for MSMEs in Atmanirbhar tive efforts by installing State of hasappealed to the Industrialist, 
campaignand import substitute Art Technologies availableacross Entrepreneur, MSMEs, and start 
industrialisation".

Deshpande 
Convener Vidarbha Defence 

Industrial Hub with collabora- Industries Association, Nagpur 

Dushyant 
and establish self-sustaining 

the globe and providing access ups to atend the event. 
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